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INTRODUCTION

• For several years, Rolf Jensen & Associates,
Inc., has conducted third party fire protection
review for both private and government entities.

• We are currently approved as a third party
agency for several jurisdictions including Saudi
Aramco, Abu Dhabi Civil Defense, the District of
Columbia, Macau SAR, and the Jebel Ali Free
Zone Authority.



OVERVIEW
The purpose of our presentation today is to discuss the 
third party fire protection review process.  We’ll do this by 
answering several pertinent questions.

• WHO USES THE THIRD PARTY PROCESS?
• WHAT IS THE ROLE OF INDUSTRY 

PROFESSIONALS?
• WHY USE THE THIRD PARTY PROCESS?
• WHEN DO YOU WANT TO GET THIRD PARTY 

REVIEWERS INVOLVED IN YOUR PROJECT?
• WHAT IS THE THIRD PARTY REVIEW PROCESS?
• WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF F.P. PITFALLS 

FOUND DURING THE TPR PROCESS?



WHO USES THE THIRD PARTY FIRE 
PROTECTION REVIEW PROCESS?

• AUTHORITIES HAVING 
JURISDICTION
– UAE
– QATAR
– OMAN

• END USERS
– KSA



ROLE OF INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS

• MANUFACTURERS
– RESPONSIBLE 

DESIGN

• INTEGRATORS AND 
INSTALLERS
– RESPONSIBLE 

INSTALLATION

• SERVICE 
COMPANIES

• CONSULTANTS
– A/E CONSULTANTS
– SPECIALIST FIRE 

AND LIFE SAFETY 
CONSULTANTS

• LICENSED 
PROFESSIONAL OR 
CHARTERED 
ENGINEERS

• CANON OF ETHICS



ROLE OF INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS

Building Owner/Stakeholders

A/E Consultant

Licensed Fire Protection Consultant

Manufacturer Design

Licensed Distributor/ Installer 

Third Party Inspector



MANY DISCIPLINES USE THIRD PARTY 
REVIEWERS/ INSPECTORS

• Mechanical
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Building
• Elevators
• Fire protection and life safety systems



MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF INCIDENTS

WHY USE THE THIRD PARTY 
FIRE PROTECTION PROCESS?



WHY USE THE THIRD PARTY 
FIRE PROTECTION PROCESS?

• Verify installation of specified building design / 
fire strategy

• Verify equivalence of installation to specified 
building design / fire strategy

• Value to the project
– Timeliness
– Consistency
– Thoroughness

• Avoid Fire Protection Pitfalls



WHEN SHOULD THIRD PARTY 
REVIEWERS GET INVOLVED IN 

YOUR PROJECT?
• Prior to start of construction, designate an 

independent authority or consultant to provide 
design review and perform inspections



THE THIRD PARTY REVIEW 
PROCESS: PRE-HANDOVER

• REVIEW OR ESTABLISH PROJECT BASIS 
OF DESIGN AND BUILDING DESIGN 
DOCUMENTS



THE THIRD PARTY REVIEW 
PROCESS: PRE-HANDOVER

• DOCUMENTING THE STRATEGY



THE THIRD PARTY REVIEW 
PROCESS: PRE-HANDOVER

• IMPLEMENTING 
THE STRATEGY
– Review contractor 

submittals (if 
applicable)

– Verify in the field that 
installation meets the 
project basis of design 
and building design 
documents

– Document findings 
and present to building 
owner



THE THIRD PARTY REVIEW 
PROCESS: PRE-HANDOVER

• OBTAINING APPROVAL



• CHECKLIST

– APPLICABLE CODES

– FIRE STRATEGY

– IMPLEMENTATION

– APPROVAL

THE THIRD PARTY REVIEW 
PROCESS: HANDOVER

?

?



• CHECKLIST

– APPLICABLE CODES

– FIRE STRATEGY

– IMPLEMENTATION

– APPROVAL

THE THIRD PARTY REVIEW 
PROCESS: POST-HANDOVER



EXAMPLES OF FP PITFALLS
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